
CS 492 Grading Rubric For Assignments (Adapted from: https://tinyurl.com/cs492rubric)

Score 2 1.5 1 0.5 0
Thesis There is one clear, well-

focused topic. Main ideas
are clear and are well sup-
ported by detailed and ac-
curate information.

There is one clear, well-
focused topic. Main ideas
are clear but are not well
supported by detailed in-
formation.

There is one topic. Main
ideas are somewhat clear.

The topic and main ideas
are not clear.

No submission or paper is
too scattered.

Organization The introduction is invit-
ing, states the main topic,
and provides an overview
of the paper. Information
is relevant and presented
in a logical order. The
conclusion is strong.

The introduction states
the main topic and pro-
vides an overview of the
paper. A conclusion is in-
cluded.

The introduction states
the main topic. A conclu-
sion is included.

Exactly one of the intro-
duction or conclusion is
missing or extremely un-
clear.

No submission or there
is no clear introduction,
structure, or conclusion.

Voice The author’s purpose of
writing is very clear, and
there is strong evidence
of attention to audience.
The author’s extensive
knowledge and/or experi-
ence with the topic is/are
evident.

The author’s purpose of
writing is somewhat clear,
and there is some evi-
dence of attention to au-
dience. The author’s
knowledge and/or experi-
ence with the topic is/are
evident.

The author’s purpose of
writing is somewhat clear,
and there is evidence of
attention to audience.
The author’s knowledge
and/or experience with
the topic is/are limited.

The author’s purpose of
writing is somewhat clear,
but evidence is lacking.
The author’s knowledge
and/or experience with
the topic is/are minimal.

No submission or the au-
thor’s purpose of writing
is unclear.

Evidence Evidence is clearly stated
and supports the thesis.
When applicable, refer-
ences used when appro-
priate, correct, and refer-
ences adhere to some stan-
dard format.

Evidence is well-stated
and supports the thesis.
When applicable, refer-
ences used when appropri-
ate, correct or contain mi-
nor mistakes, and refer-
ences adhere to some stan-
dard format.

Evidence is limited or con-
tradicts thesis. When
applicable, references are
used but contain mistakes.

Evidence is missing. Ref-
erences not used however
are needed to support the-
sis.

No submission or com-
plete disregard of evidence
and references.

Word
Choice,
Sentence
Structure,
Grammar,
Spelling

The author uses appropri-
ate jargon and university
level language. The choice
and placement of words
seems accurate, natural,
and not forced. All
sentences are well con-
structed and have varied
structure and length. The
author makes no errors
in grammar, mechanics,
and/or spelling.

The author uses appro-
priate jargon and univer-
sity level language. The
choice and placement of
words is inaccurate at
times and/or seems over-
done. Most sentences
are well constructed and
have varied structure and
length. The author makes
a few errors in gram-
mar, mechanics, and/or
spelling, but they do not
interfere with understand-
ing.

The author uses words
that communicate clearly,
but the writing lacks va-
riety of a university level
student. Lack of domain-
specific jargon used or
used incorrectly. Most
sentences are well con-
structed, but they have
a similar structure and/or
length. The author makes
several errors in gram-
mar, mechanics, and/or
spelling that interfere with
understanding.

The writer uses a lim-
ited vocabulary. Jargon or
clichès may be present but
detract from the meaning.
Sentences sound awkward,
are distractingly repeti-
tive, or are difficult to
understand. The au-
thor makes numerous er-
rors in grammar, mechan-
ics, and/or spelling that
interfere with understand-
ing.

No submission or paper is
not written in comprehen-
sible English.
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